
C o l o m b i a J E P

W H A T  I S  T H E  S P E C I A L
J U R I S D I C T I O N  F O R  P E A C E ?  

T O  C O N S I D E R  

�e SJP ( JEP, by its acronym in Spanish) is the 
State entity tasked with investigating, judging, and 
sanctioning the most severe and representative crimes 
committed before December 1st, 2016, within the 
context of the Colombian internal armed con�ict that 
lasted over 50 years. 

It is the judicial component of the Comprehensive 
System for Peace in charge of administering restorative 
transitional justice to foster a transformation towards 
peace and to repair the social tissue, ensuring the victims’ 
rights and the legal security of the defendants, focusing 
on territorial, di�erential, and gender perspectives. 

W H O  C A N
P A R T I C I P A T E  I N  T H E  S J P ?  

Individuals may access the SJP if they consider 
themselves victims of violations of serious human 
rights  and of signi�cant breaches of International 
Humanitarian Law committed by former members 
of the Farc-EP, by members of the armed forces, by 
State agents, or by third-party civilians. 

�e SJP is composed of 38 magistrates, who are 
divided into three judicial panels and four chambers 
(the Special Tribunal for Peace). 

It has an Investigation and Prosecution Unit (UIA, 
by its acronym in Spanish), in charge of investigations 
and criminal prosecutions when defendants do not 
acknowledge truth or responsibility; it is also the SJP’s 
governing body on judicial police matters. 

�e SJP haves an Executive Secretariat, that mate-
rializes the victim-oriented approach of the SJP. 
Additionally, manages the administrative, �nancial, 
and logistical aspects of the Jurisdiction. 
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J E P  C o l o m b i a

Brief



C I T I Z E N  S E R V I C E

Personal service: Monday to Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and from 2:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
www. jep .gov.co320 7790909 info@jep.gov.co

7 th Avenue N. 63-44 Bogotá, Colombia / Postal Service Monday to Friday: 8:00 - 4:00 p.m.
PBX (+57) (601) 7440041, Bogotá. 01 8000 180602 for the rest of the country
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T H E  S J P ’ S  M A C R O - C A S E S  

T Y P E S  O F  S A N C T I O N S  T H A T  T H E  S J P  I M P O S E S  

Taking of hostages and other serious 
deprivations of liberty committed by 

Farc-EP.

It prioritizes the territorial situation 
in northern Cauca and southern Valle 

del Cauca.

Victimization of members of the 
Patriotic Union (UP) political party.

Recruitment and use of children during the 
armed con�ict.

Crimes committed by members of armed 
forces, other State agents, or in association with 

paramilitary groups, or civilian third parties, 
during the armed con�ict.

Crimes not eligible for amnesty committed 
against Ethnic Peoples and Territories during 

the armed con�ict.

Crimes not eligible for amnesty 
committed by the former Farc-EP 

during the armed con�ict.

It investigates gender-based violence, including sexual and reproductive violence, and other crimes 
committed out of prejudice, hatred and discrimination based on gender, sex, sexual identity and diversity 

during the armed con�ict.

It prioritizes the territorial situation of the 
municipalities of Ricaurte, Tumaco and 
Barbacoas in the department of Nariño.

Killings and enforced disappearances 
presented as combat casualties by 

State agents.

It prioritizes the territorial situation in the 
Urabá region.
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• Special Sanctions: Include restrictions on liberties and rights for up to eight years, applicable to those who 
acknowledge their responsibility early. �ese are sanctions designed to help repair the harm caused and build 
peace from a restorative and retributive perspective, where the latter focuses on limiting the exercise of rights, 
but not on an imprisonment per se. 

• Alternative Sanctions: Imply up to 5-to-8-year deprivations of liberty, for those who delay acknowledging 
their responsibility, in conditions that ensure contributions to victims’ reparations and non-repetition. 

• Ordinary Sanctions:  �ey are imposed to those who are found guilty without having acknowledged their 
responsibility, with 15-to-20-year prison sentences.
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